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_  j!  .  •••  .  .  (being  excerpts  fror  pafces  18  to 

24  of  Evidentiary  Document  40?.) 

•*^^The  followin£  references  establish  the  feet  and  circumstance 
of  the  execution  of  7-9  Australians  in  the  vicinity  of  EUiu 
Government  Station  ebout  12  -  14  Aug  42. 

SUE*  ery  report  of  interrogetion  of  F\  JA  100037  yields 
the  foliating  account.  Examining  Officers  were  Lieutenant-Comman 
L.C.S.  SnErFAl.D,  r.  .h ,  and  0.',;.  C0L10N,  USM  . 

"Mo.  4  Section  of  Mo,  3  Fla  toon,  No.  2  Company  of  TBVHXCKA  Icrce 
w®s  °n,  dhvy  at  LA.C2.I  i.l  *  Ai.U  Lending  Place,  ebout  miles  west 
of  EUiiA  and  identified  by  FW  as  SaKANANEa  Point,  from  n  Aug 
until  it  rejoined  the  main  unit  at  BUNA  on  22  Aug  42.  ‘  FV  did 
not,  therefore,  witness  the  incident,  but  heerd  about  it  for  the 
lirst  time  about  15  Aug.  Two  men  from  No,  4  Section  ITTOSUIiEI 
(1st.  Class  Seaman)  INOUYE,  Fukuichi,  and  SAt.TOSUIhEI  (3rd.  Class 
Seeman)  I.fAJ.ATBQ,  Takeshi-  hac  left  the  Landing  Place  that 
morning  for  BU.  A,  and  on  their  return  the  same  evening  they  told 
the  story  to  the  rest  of  No,  4  Section.  F>.<  had  also  talked  with 
other  members  of  the  Force  who  were  at  BUNA  at  the  time,  but  claii 
that  he  oid  not  hear  much  about  the  incident. 

PV;  heerd  that  the  party  consisted  of  7  Australians.  Two  were  men 
aged  about  30 ,  one  fat  and  one  not  so  fat.  One  was  a  child 
aged  ebout  7,  which  PW  thought  was  a  boy.  He  thought  the  other 
four  were  women,  one  being  the  mother  of  the  child  and  aged 
a  about  25.  He  could  give  no  further  description  of  them,  end 

lf  they  were  'trsders  of  missionaries.  He  did  not 
think  that  the  men  were  soldiers.  They  had  2  rifles,  but  he  did 
«  on°t  think  they  had  any  other  gear,  such  as  pistols,  Y./T  set,  or 
^provisions.  He  did  not  know  whether  the  Battalion  Commander 

°S  l8x  ?ny  their  former  residences,  he  had 

»o  ►>  not  heard  of  hAl-IKOrU  Villag©, 

fn  *H 

A*l6t  Jhf  rerty  was  brought  in  by  about  20  natives 
c about  12  Aug.  but  he  did  not  know  at  what  time,  he  did  not  know 
-g-J whence  the  natives  came,  as  those  around  BUNA  had  fled  some  time 
c  £  before .  They  were,  however,  natives  of  NEW  GUINEA  and  did  not 
■o^o come  from  h/. PAUL .  He  did  not  know  who  was  the  ’headman".  He 
-crodid  not  think  that  Australians  were  brought  in  by  force,  as  they 
^sccarried  2  rifles,  but  they  may  have  been  deceived  by  the  natives. 
«^.e  thougnt  the  latter  were  acting  on  their  own  accord,  not 

instrucclons.  /:.c  ^  thought  that  the  natives 
lelt  BUNA  after  they  had  been  interviewed  by  an  interpreter,  and 
did  not  witness  the  execution,  ’ 

PI;  did  not  know  whs t  happened  when  the  party  reached  the  Japanese 
senary  lines.  They  were,  however,  captured  near  a  road  at  the 
edge  of  coconut  plantation.  After  capture,  they  were  put  in 
a  building  in  the  clearing  near  the  Foint. 
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Fw  believed  tnat  the  building  was  formerly  used  as  a  garage. 

It  was  completely  open  t  one  end,  about  10  metres  long,  5 
metres  wide,  and  7-8  metres  high,  and  had  no  doors  or  vindovvs. 
The  roof  and  walls  were  r ade  of  corrugated  iron,  tarred  or 
painted  black.  The  floor  was  made  of  earth,  A  dirt  load  ran 
in  front  of  the  open  e^d » 

The  prisoners  were  kept  together  in  this  building  for  the  night 
ol  the  12/13  Aug,  Sentries  from  No,  3  Platoon  were  posted; 
they  were  outside  tha  building  and  not  inside.  One  of  them 
was  a  man  from  No  1  Section  of  No.  3  Platoon,  OKULURA,  Lasao, 
with  whom  F,.  had  spoken  subsequently.  He  did  not  know  the  names 
of  the  oti.er  guards,  he  did  not  think  that  they  were  bound 
or  stri  ed,  cr  in  any  way  mistreated,  ne  did  not  think  that 
the  omen  were  raped  then,  or  a t  any  later  time,  but  did  not 
enquire  about  it;  the  Japanese  t  ould  not  do  a  thing  like  that. 

Even  if  they  were,  F'u  would  not  be  told  about  it.  Naturally 
they  would  be  given  military  rations,  and  would  be  allowed  to  go 
to  a  latrine.  & 

t/hile  in  the  building,  the  prisoners  were  visited  by  the 
inteFF£®ter,  a  mar*  ct 1  led  TASHIIO,  personal  nare  unknown.  He  was 
a  GUIv^OhU  (Civilian  in  Naval  employment)  and  came  from  BAEAUL. 

I"  did  not  know  if  he  lived  in  HaBAUL  before  the  war.  He  spoke 
to  natives  in  pidgin  English.  He  was  last  seen  alive  and  well  by 
Fa  on  GOODENOUC-L  Island  Sept,  or  Oct.  42.  The  interpreter  asked^ 
the  prisoners  their  names,  ages,  occupations,  etc.  PVY  did  not 
hear  the  results  of  the  questioning.  He  did  not  know  whether  they 
were  brought  before  the  Eattalion  Commander,  Commander  TSUKICKA,  I. 
n*  2*  »  who  wes  the  Senior  Iaval  Officer  and  in  BUNA  at  the  tire. 

P;.  did  not  know  whether  any  form  of  trial  or  court-martial  was 
held,  he  did  not  know  why  they  were  treated  in  such  a  way,  but 

^BUT^ICHO^NG^O^E)  eXeCUti°n  WaS  idea  Eattalion  Commander 

The  prisoners  were  executed  the  following  day,  13  *ug .  P<v  did 
know  at  what  time,  but  thought  it  was  afternoon.  Before  they 
were  killed,  a  grave  was  dug.  FV«  did  not  know  whether  it  was  dug 
by  prisoners  themselves.  He  did  not  know  the  place  wher.e 
execution  took  place,  bul  did  not  thinr  it  was  in  immediate 
vicinity  of  camp.  It  was  not  in  the  hills.  PVV  did  not  know  if 
prisoners  were  bound  before,  or  during,  the  execution,  and  did 
not  think  they  were  stripped.  He  did  not  think  they  were 
ill  treated  or  teased  in  any  way. 

No  order  was  given  that  all  members  of  the  BUT A I  were  to  witness 
the  execution,  and  attendance  was  voluntary.  Some  men  remained 
in  their  billets,  including  ho.  1  Section  Leacer  of  No.  3  Flatoon, 
HJhUKAi.A,  hatsuichi.  P'.J  could  not  give  names  of  others  who 
stayed  away,  tut  thou0ht  they  included  Nos.  2  and  j  Section 
Leaders  of  No.  3  Flatoon.  He  stated  that  a  man  would  not  be 
asked  whether  he  attended  or  not.  No.  1  Flatoon  of  No.  2  Company 
was  not  present,  as  it  was  at  a  place  about  5  LI  (12  miles)  from 
BUNA |  and  did  not  return  until  after  24  Aug.  The  14th  Pioneer 
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giment  was  also  in  the  PUNA  Area ,  but  did  not  know  about  the 
execution,  and  did  not  witness  it. 

F./  c id  not  knew  whsT.he?  the  Fa ttrlion  Commander  was  present  at  the 
execution,  nor  the  name.;  of  officers  who  attended.  He  thought  that 
men  from  the  Berr-alion  Headquarters  Flatoon,  No.  2  Flatoon,  No.  3 
Platoon  less  No.  4  Section,  and  Company  MG  Platoon  were  present, 
opectatoi's  were  fallen  in  •  o  witness  the  execution,  PW  did  not  hear 
of  any  speeches  being  made  beforehand. 

FW  did  not  know  how  many  men  carried  out  the  execution,  but  thought 
there  was  one  ran  to  each  prisoner.  He  did  not  know  if  they  were 
volunteers  or  not.  He  did  not  know  the  nercs  of  the  executioners 
and  stated  most  emphatically  that  this  was  the  truth  and  that  he  was 
VV£S  nc^  certain  from  which  Fletoons  they  cere,  but 
thought  they  were  from  No.  2  Platoon  and  the  LG  Platoon. 

The  Prisoners  were  made  to  kneel  down  by  the  grave  and  were  killed 
one  by  one,  and  not  all  together.  He  did  not  know  the  order  in  whicl 
they  were  killed  except  that  the-  mother  and  child  were  killed  towards 
thu  last.  The  mother  was  holding  the  child,  who  was  crying,  in  her 
arms  when  she  was  shot  with  a  pistol,  The  child  was  then  shot  with 

5uPZSfu  he  not  kno’v  how  rany  shots  were  fired.  Vi  thought 
that  the  nan  who  shot  them  was  a  rating  and  not  an  officer.  The 
other  prisoners  were  all  stabbed  with  bayonets,  but  FW  did  not  know 
how  many  tires.  He  had  not  heard,  but  did  not  think  that  their  heads 
W--1  c  cut  off  afterwards.  He  had  not  heard  of  a  girl  aged  16  trying 
to  escape  and  having  her  head  cut  off.  He  did  not  know  how  long  the 
execution  took  to  complete. 

F did  not  know  if  all  the  bodies  were  buried 
together  in  the  one  grave.  They  were  not  cremated,  nor  were  their 
bocics  thrown  into  the  sea,  lie  did  not  know  if  the  grave  was 
marked  in  any  way,  and  had  never  seen  it  himself.  He  could  not 
guide  anyone  to  it. 

!>•'  stated  that  he  and  his  friends  were  ashamed 
of  the  incident,  he  thought  that  such  treatment  was  not  proper 
and  was  very  brutal.  The  child,  in  particular,  was  pitifSl.  He 
thought  it  a  little  cruel*  on  the  part  of  the  Eattalion  Commander. 

PV/  denied  any  knowledge  of  the  capture  in  the 
EUiw.  Area. ,  Jul  and  Aug.  42,  of  a  further  group  of  prisoners  or  of  an 
American  Air  Corps  Pilot,  or  of  an  Australian  2nd.  Lieutenant.  He 
had  not  heard  of  the  execution  of  any  natives.  While  on  GGODEKOUGii 
Island  Aug  -  Oct.  *2,  natives  had  mentioned  a  white  man  with  radio 
equipment,  a  search  was  made  for  him,  but  the  search  party 
returned  without  finding  him.  PV.  did  not  think  a  further  search 
was  made,  nor  any  prisoners  captured  on  the  island. 

..  ,  ..  Pw  emphatically  stated  that  he  had  not  told  any 

lies,  and  even  if  there  were  ary  mistakes  in  his  story,  it  was  the 
truth  as  he  knew  it.  He  reiterated  that  he  did  not  know  the  names 
of  the  executioners,  as  he  had  never  heard  who  they  were." 
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gir.ont  wns  also  in  the  PULA  Area,  but  did  not  know  about  the 
execution,  and  did  not  witness  it. 

P./  c id  not  know  whir.he?  the  Battalion  Commander  was  present  at  the 
execution,  nor  the  n are.:  of  officers  who  attended.  He  thought  that 
men  from  the  Benr-aJLion  Headquarters  Fla  toon,  No.  2  Platoon,  No.  3 
Platoon  less  No.  4  Section,  and  Company  MG  Platoon  were  present. 
opectatcT's  were  fallen  in  <o  witness  the  execution,  PW  did  not  hear 
of  any  speeches  being  made  beforehand, 

Fw'  did  not  know  how  many  men  carried  out  the  execution,  but  thought 
there  was  one  ran  to  each  prisoner,  he  did  not  know  if  they  were 
volunteers  or  not.  He  did  not  know  the  names  of  the  executioners 
and  stated  most  emphatically  that  this  was  the  truth  and  that  he  was 
v,es  no^  c‘  rtain  fr  om  which  Platoons  they  care,  but 
thought  they  were  from  No.  2  Platoon  and  the  LG  Platoon. 

The  Prisoners  were  made  to  kneel  down  by  the  grave  and  were  killed 
one  by  one,  and  not  all  together.  He  did  not  know  the  order  in  whici 
they  were  killed  except  that  the  mother  and  child  were  killed  towards 
the  last.  The  mother  was  holding  the  child,  who  was  erving,  in  her 
c.rns  when  she  was  shot  with  a  pistol.  The  child  was  then  shot  with 

f*v,PZSfu  *  he  not  know  how  rany  shots  were  fired.  FV  thought 
that  the  nan  who  shot  them  was  a  rating  and  not  an  officer.  The 
other  prisoners  were  all  stabbed  with  bayonets,  but  FW  did  not  know 
how  many  times.  He  had  not  heard,  but  did  not  think  that  their’ heads 
w  re  cut  off  af terv/erds .  He  had  not  heard  of  a  girl  aged  16  trying 
to  escape  and  having  her  head  cut  off.  He  did  not  know  how  long  the 
execution  took  to  complete.  e 

..  ,  _  FW  dld  not  know  if  all  the  bodies  were  buried 

together  in  the  one  grave.  They  were  not  cremated,  nor  were  their 
bodies  thrown  into  the  sea.  He  did  not  know  if  the  grave  was 
marked  in  any  way,  and  had  never  seen  it  himself.  He  could  not 
guide  anyone  to  it. 

r  4-u  *  4  ,  4.  t-  F*-  S^e£ed  that  he  and  his  friends  were  ashamed 

of  the  incident .  no  thought  thet  such  tivatTnent  was  not  prouor 
and  was  very  brutal.  The  child,  in  particular,  was  pitiful.  He 
thought  it  a  little  cruel  on  the  part  of  the-  Eattelion  Contender. 

PW  denied  any  knowledge  of  the  capture  in  the 
EUiw.  Area,  Jul  and  Aug.  42,  of  a  further  group  of  prisoners  or  of  an 
American  Air  Corps  Pilot,  or  of  an  Australian  2nd.  Lieutenant.  He 
had  not  heard  of  the  execution  of  any  natives.  While  on  GGODEKOUGH 


Island  Aug  -  Oct.  42,  natives  had 
equipment,  a  search  was  made  for 
l  e turned  without  finding  him.  FI. 


mentioned  a  white  man  with  radio 

him,  but  the  search  party 

did  not  think  a  further  search 


was  made,  nor  any  prisoners  captured  on  the  island. 

PW  emphatically  stated  that  he  had  not  told  anv 
lies,  and  even  if  there  were  ary  mistakes  in  his  story,  it  was  the 
truth  as  he  knew  it.  He  reiterated  that  he  did  not  know  the  names 
of  the  executioners,  as  he  had  never  heard  who  they  were." 
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AT  IS  Special  Interrogation  1  eport  of  PW  JA.  100037). 

Cor  rent :  T3UKI0KA  Force  i3  identical  with  SASLBO 

ran  s . 


(2)  A.TIS  Document  No.  24}  (Original  is  reproduced  as  Appendix 
"A",  Part  11,  p  A2)  a  diary  belonging  to  ShlN,  Sirunji,  1st. 
Class  Seaman,  2  Company,  SASEB.O  5  SNLF ,  contains  the  following 
entries : 


"13  Aug  -  Natives  brought  in  British  prisoners  -  5  nen,  3  Women, 

1  child.  They  wars  lodged  in  one  room* 

14  Aug  -  Beginning  at  about  G  o: clock,  the  nine  prisoners  were 
beheaded  and  shot  to  death  (TN.  ie,,  some  of  then  were  beheaded, 
and  sone  shot)."  (ATIS  Current  Translations  No.  6,  p„8) 

(3)  ATIS  DOCULENT  HO  1051,  (Original  is  reproduced  as 
Appendix  "A”,  Fart  111,  p  A3.)  a  diary  dated  17  June  42  -  17 
Aug  42  belonging  to  unknown  rr.enber  of  SASEBO  5  SNLF,  2  Company, 

1  Platoon,  1  Section,  contains  the  following  entries} 

"12  Aug  -  In  the  af-cernoon  natives  brought  in  nine  British 
people,  male  and  f£,aale.> 

13  Aug  -  Yesterday's  nine  British  people  were  shot  to  death 
to-day 

(ATIS  Current  Translations  Ho,  32,  pp  32,  33). 

(4)  ATIS  Document  No.  1268,  (Original  is  reproduced  as  Appendix 
"A",  Part  IV,  p  A4)  a  diary  dated  10  £un  42  -  14  Aug  42,  owner 

and  unit  unknown,  contains  the  following  entries: 

"6  white  people  and  3  Australians  -  5  rier ,  3  women  and  1  child 
taken  prisoner  (13th).  (TCN.  from  section  headed  "August"  by 
writer)  . 

"14th  -  Disposal  of  prisoners  0830.  ( T  ,H ,  The  word  used  in 

the  original  is  "SHOBUh"  i.e.  "disposal",  in  the  sense  of  "to 
dispose  of"  or  "to  deal  with")/" 

(ATIS  Current  Translations  No.  49,  p.41) 

(5)  ATIS  Document  No,  1274,  (Original  is  reproduced  as 
Appendix  "A",  Fart  V  p  A5)  a  diary  dated  10  Jun  42  -  13  Dec. 

42  belonging  to  TATELAChl,  Sei  of  14  Pioneer  leginent,  contains 
the  following  entry: 

"14  Aug  -  It  is  said  that  some  Americans,  3  men  3  women  end  1 
child,  were  shot  to  death  in  the  morning." 

(ATIS  Current  Iranslations  No,  19,  p  17) 


/ 

/ 
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(6)  ATIb  Ducunent  No.  2113,  (Original  is  reproduced  as 
Appendix  '‘A"  Part  VI,  p  A6),  a  diary  dated  2  Dec.  41  -  24 
Nov  42,  owner  unknown  but  presumably  8  member  of  15  Pioneer 
Regiment ,  contains  the  following  entry: 

"20  Aug  -  The  other  day.  nine  enemy  prisoners  (4  men,  4  women, 

1  child)  because . (T.N,  pert  of  page  torn  and  missing) 

malignant  enemies,  were  summarily  shot  to  death." 

( ATIS  Current  Translations  No.  26,  p  11C) 

(7)  ATIS  Document  No.  492  (Original  is  reproduced  as  Appendix 
"ii" ,  Fart  Vll,  p  A7)  a  notebook  and  diary  belonging  to  SATO, 

Toshio,  presumably  a  translator  attached  to  SASEBO  5  SNLP, 
contains  the  following  entry: 

"8  Sep  -  I  hear  that  when  EUNA  was  occupied,  the  TSUKIOKA 
Force  (SASLBO  5  SNLP)  Captured  C  or  7  Australian  men  and  women 
who  had  escaped  into  the  jungle,  made  the  m  kneel  on  the  beach 
and  beheaded  then  one  by  one.  In  case  of  one  of  them,  a  girl 
of  16,  they  bungled  the  cutting,  and  held  hei  down  screaming 
and  crying  out  while  they  cut  off  her  head.  The  soldier  who 
told  me  said  the  sight  was  more  than  he  could  stand.  I  am  told 
they  threw  the  heads  and  bodies  into  the  sea.  It  is  said  that 
many  ghost-fires  fly  about  in  the  vicinity.  Some  soldiers  are 
said  to  have  suffered  burns  (T.N.  The  last  sentence  has  been 
scored  through  in  the  original.)" 

(ATIS  Current  Translations  No.  6  pp  23,  24), 

(8)  PW  JA  145118  stated  that: 

"He  had  heard  of  the  killing  of  certain  PWs  -  4  civilians  including 
1  woman.  They  had  been  killed  before  he  came  to  NE..  GUINEA,  but 
he  had  heard  about  the  case  from  members  of  SASEBO  5  SNLP  and 
from  Interpreter  SATO,  an  English-speaking  Japanese  civilian  atta¬ 
ched  to  Headquarters. 

F *!  stated  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  100  men  froin  this 

unit  who  escaped  by  destroyer  from  RILNE  Bay,  this  unit  was  wiped 

out." 

(ATIS  Advanced  Echelon  No.  1,  Subsequent  Preliminary  Interrogation 
of  Pi*  Ja  145118,  p  3)  . 
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FW  JA  100037?  interrogated  by  Lieutenant-Commander  L.C.S. 
SilEFF Al'.D,  K.N.  and  Lieutenant  G.  V/.  COLTON,  USNL,  definitely 
established  the  location  of  the  building  in  which  the  7  Austral¬ 
ians  weie  imprisoned.  PW  drew  a  sketch  of  the  area  which,  togethei 
with  a  tracing  of  an  aerial  photograph,  is  reproduced  as  Appendix 
"C"  (pp  Cl) .  he  stated  that: 

"Area  where  FsV  were  kept  on  night  v f  12  -  13  Aug  42  was  the 
BUNA  Government  Station. 

He  believed  building  had  been  used  es  a  garage.  It  was  about 
10  metres  long,  5  metres  wide  and  7  -  8  metres  high.  Building 
was  completely  open  at  one  end  had  no  doors  or  windows,  hoof  was 
made  of  corrugated  iron,  ./alls  were  of  corrugated  iron,  nailed 
to  upright  posts,  and  tarred  or  painted  black.  Floor  was  made 
of  earth.  A  dirt  road  ran  in  front  of  the  open  end." 

(ATIS  Special  Interrogation  Report  of  19  Aug  43  on  PW  JA  100037)* 

(1)  Available  evidence  bearing  upon  possible  participants  in 
this  execution  is  set  forth  below: 

(A)  PW  interrogations  have  established  that  the  following 
units  of  SASEBO  5  SELF  were  stationed  in  EULA  Area  at  time  of 
the  incident: 

lattalion  headquarter s  Platoon 

No.  2  Company 

No.  1.  Platoon 

No.  2  Platoon 

No.  3  Flatoon 

machine  Gun  Flatoon 

Anti-Aircraft  ilachine  Gvn  Platoon 

Anti-Tank  Gun  Platoon 

Sea  Transport  Unit 

Ledical  Unit 

Accountcnt  Unit 

The  remaining  units  of  SASEBO  5  Si  LF  were  stationed  at  LAL  or 
hi.EAUL,  and  did  not  take  part  in  the'  incident. 
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J  c» ,  ;  (Being  excerpts  from  pages  4  to  7 
of  Evidential  y  Document  No.  405). 

(I)  £ztA± 

(a)  The  following  references  established  the  fact  and  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  execution  of  a  Plight  Lieutenant  near  SALA1.AUA  on 
29  Ear  43. 

(1)  *TIS  Document  No.  4959  >  (Original  reproduced  as  Appendix  "1", 
Part  1,  page  Al),  extracts  from  diary,  owner  and  unit  unknown, 
contains  the  following  passage: 

"FLOOD  CjiKMIVAL" 

"29  Lai  43.  All  four  of  us  (Technician  EUR  OKA'.  .'A,  NISKIGUCHI, 

YAWATA  end  myself)  assembled  in  front  of  the  Headquarters  at 
1500  hours.  One  of  the  two  members  of  the  crew  of  the  Douglas 
which  was  shot  down  by  A/A  on  the  18th,  and  who  had  been  under 
cross-examine tion  by  the  7 tl  rase  lorce  for  some  days,  had  been 
returned  to  the  SALALAUA  Garrison,  and  it  had  been  decided  to  kill 
him.  Unit  Commander  KOI  AI,  v.'hen  he  cere  to  the  observation  station 
to-day,  told  us  personally  that,  in  accordance  with  the  compassion¬ 
ate  sentiments  of  Jarmese  PUSLIDO,  he  was  going  to  kill  the 
prisoner  himself  with  his  favourite  sword.  So  we  gathered  to  obser 
this.  After  we  had  waited  a  little  noie  than  ten  minutes,  the  true 
came  along, 

"The  prisoner,  who  is  at  the  side  of  the  guard  house,  is  given  his 
last  drink  of  water,  etc.  The  Chief  Medical  Officer,  Unit 
Commander  KOI  AI  and  the  headquarters  Platoon  Commander  came  out  of 
the  officers'  mess,  wearing  their  military  swords.  The  time  has 
come,  so  the  prisoner,  with  his  arms  bound  and  hj  s  long  hair  now 
crorped  very  close,  totters  f orward .  Ee  probably  suspects  what 
is  afoot;  but  he  is  put  on  the  truck  and  we  set  out  for  our 
destination.  I  hsve  a  seat  next  to  the  Chief  Medical  Officer, 
but  ten  guards  ride  with  us.  To  the  pleasant  rumble  of  the 
engine  we  run  swiftly  along  the  road  in  the  growing  twilight. 

The  glowing  sun  has  set  be.Jnd  the  western  hills,  gigantic  clouds 
rise  before  us,  and  the  dusk  in  falling  ell  around.  It  will  not 
be  long  now.  A.s  I  pictuie  the  scene  we  are  about  to  witness, 
my  heart  teats  faster. 

I  glance  at  the  prisoner;  he  has  probably  resigned  himself  to 
his  fate.  As  though  saying  farewell  to  the  world,  as  he  sits  in 
the  truck  he  locks  about,  at  the  hills,  at  the  sea,  and  seems 
deep  in  thought.  I  feel  a  surge  of  pity  and  turn  my  eyes  away. 

As  we  passed  by  the  place  where  last  year  our  lamented  squad  leader 
was  cremated,  Technician  HIShlOUCKI  must  have  been  thinking  about 
him  too,  for  he  remarked  "It's  a  long  time  since  we  were  here 
last".  It  certainly  is  a  long  time.  We  could  see  the  place  every 
day  from  the  observation  post,  but  never  got  a  chance  to  come. 
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It  is  nearly  a  year  since  the  squad  leader  was  cremated.  I  was 
moved  in  spite  of  ryself,  and  as  I  passed  the  place  I  closed  my 
eyes  and  preyed  for  the  repose  of  SHILIHU's  soul. 

The  truck  runs  along  the  sea  shore.  Vfe  have  left  the  kavy  guard 
sector  behind  us  end  r,vv  come  into  the  Army  guard  sector.  Here 
and  there  we  see  sentries  in  the  grassy  fields,  and  I  thank 
them  in  my  heart  for  their  toil  as  we  dr i ve  on.  They  must  have 
got  it  in  the  bombing  the  nif.lvt  before  last  -  there  are  great 
holes  by  the  s.ioe  a*'  the  road,  full  of  water  from  the  rain.  In 
a  little  over  twenty  minutes,  we  arrive  at  our  destination,  and 
all  get  off.. 

Unit  Commander  HOHAI  stands  up  and  says  to  the  prisoner,  "Y/e  are  nc 
going  to  kill  you" i  V /hen  he  tells  she  prisoner  that  in  accordance 
with  Japanese  BUSHIDO  he  would  be  killed  with  a  Japanese  sword, 
and  that  he  would  have  two  or  three  rum. to s •  grace,  he  listens 
with  bowed  head »  The  Flight-Lie  .U  *ynt  (T.F,  in  Japanese, 

"TAII"  -  this  refers  to  the  prisoner)  says  a  few  word in  a  low 
voice.  Apparent iy  he  wants  to  bo  killed,  with  one  stroke  of  the 
sword  •  I  hoar  him  say  the  word  '’One"  (f.N.  in  English),  The 
Unit  Commander  becomes  tense  and  his  face  stiffens  as  he  replies, 
"Yes"  (T.N.  in  English) » 

How  the  time  has  come,  and  the  prisoner  is  made  to  kneel  on  the 
bank  of  a  bomb  crater  filled  with  water.  He  is  apparently 
resigned;  the  pcecautJou  is  t.yken  o:  surrounding  him  wfv.v'  guards 
with  fixed  bayonets,  but  he  rom* ins  calm.  Ho  even  stre oahes 
out  his  neck,  and  is  very  crave,  Y.ner.  i  put  my  self  tin  the 
prisoner's  place,  and  think  that  in  or.e  more  ml  cote  ic  will  be 
good-bye  to  vh is  world,  although  the  drily  bomb tag s  have  filled 
me  with  hero,  ordinary  human  feelings  make  r.e  j  Ity  him. 

The  Unit  Com  antler  has  drawn  hi  s  favourite  sword.  It  is  the 
famous  0£/i  *'  H  sword  which  he  showed  as  ec  the  observation 
post.  It  gli-ters  in  the  light  end  sends  e  cold  a  river  cown 
my  spine.  He  taps  the  prisoner's  neck  lightly  with  the  back 
of  the  blade,  then  raises  ic  above  his  head  with  both  arms, 
and  brings  it  down  with  a  sweep, 

I  had  been  standing,  with  my  muscles  tensed,  but  in  that  moment 
I  closed  my  eyes. 

SSnl . It  must  be  the  soimd  of  blood  spurting  from  the 

arteries,  ith  a  sound  as  though  something  watery  had  been  cut, 
the  body  falls  forward.  It  is  amazing  -  he  had  killed  him  with 
one  stroke.  The  onlookers  crowd  forward.  The  head,  de? ached 
from  the  trunk,  rolls  in  front  of  it.  SSK1,  S3H-.  ,...The  dark 
blood  gushes  cut. 

All  is  over.  The  head  is  dead  white,  like  a  doll.  The  savageness 
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which  I  felt  only  e  little  while  ago  j  s  cone,  anr"  r?oy  I  f:el 
nothing,  but  the  true  compassion  of  Japan** <?«  BUSi.jEO .  A  Ser.ior* 
corporal  leughS'J.ouc'ly  ‘‘he'll ,  he  will  oncer,  irwna  nowl"  Then, 
a  superior  seamen  of  the  medical  unit  takes  the  Chief  Led 5 cal 
Officer's  Japanese  sword  end,  intone  on  paying  of!  old  scores, 
turns  the  headless  tody  over  on  its  back,  and  cuts  the  e.bl  one  h; 
hoc;  open  with  one  clean  stroke.  "They  are  thick-skinned,  these 
KETO  (T.N.  "hairy  foreigner"  -  cod  on  tern  of  opprooriurn  for 
a  white  ran)  -  even  the  skin  of  their  bellies  is  thick."  Not 
a  drop  of  blood  cores  out  of  the  body*  It  is  pushed  over  into 
the  crater  at  once  end  buried. 

how  the  wind  blows  mournfully  and  I  see  the  scene  again  in  my 
mind's  eye;  he  get  on  to  the  truck  again  and  start  back.  It 
is  dark  now*  V.e  get  off  in  front  of  the  headquarters .  I  say 
good-bye  to  Unit  Commander  IvOLaI*  and  climb  up  the  hill  with 
Technician  KU10KAVA.  This  will  be  something  to  remember  ail  my 
life.  If  ever  I  get  bacK  alive  it  will  make  a  good  story  to  tell, 
so  I  have  WTitten  it  down, 

aT  SALALUA  Observation  lost,  30  Lar  43,  0110  hrs,  to  the  sound 
of  the  midnight  waves. 

Note:  The  pr ' soner  killed  to-day  was  an  Air  Force  Flight- 
Lieutenant  (T.N.  "TaII")  from  liOiESEY.  He  was  a  young  man,  23 
this  year,  said  to  have  been  an  instructor  to  the  A.T.C.  at 

i.Ox  ESEY. " 

(AT IS  Spot  Leport  No.  153,  pp  1,  2) 

1.  a.  (1)  (a)  (2)  FWJA  145598  stated  that: 

"he  had  heard  of  an  officer  named  KOLA I .  He  volunteered  informatir 
that  he  had  heard  of  KOLAI's  executing  someone,  but  could  give 
no  further  information." 

(ATIS  Interrogation  leport,  Serial  No.  292,  p  8). 

(3)  ATIS  Document  No.  5496,  file  of  reference 
notes  and  intelligence  reports  belonging  to  Lt.  KAV/ADE  of  20 
Division  Headqua  ters  Staff,  contains  records  of  various  American 
and  Australian  I  s'H  captured  in  NEY/  GUINEA.  One  such  interroga¬ 
tion  report  appears  from  internal  evidence  to  be  that  of  the 
victim  in  the  ebovenoted  "Elood  Carnival".  It  is  reproduced  as 
Appendix  "B"  (pp  El  ) 

ATIS  Document  No.  54.96 ,  pp  71  -  78. 
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